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this father of his.   Of Alsatian stock ; or he may even have been a German, from the Grand Duchy of Baden."
cc But of course. That interests me tremendously. German stock, eh ? A man -who specialises in foreign affairs ! "
<c Not so loud ! . . . There's no definite proof of it. Our files contain all kinds of reports, you know. There's a further report about illegitimate birth. According to this, he was the son, not of the clerk of the court in question, but of a judge at Tours. The father was Recorder of Tours at the time. Don't try and make too much out of that, either. It is alleged that the judge paid for the youngster's schooling. But, in the first place, we should need to have documentation about this judge. His name conveys nothing to me, but he probably left an irreproachable reputation behind him at Tours. He may have been a public benefactor, a man well known for his good works.
ec They're simply pitfalls, you know, these files of ours. I've known more than one would-be clever fellow who has got himself into fine trouble by using them as they shouldn't be used. Our chiefs here distrust them like poison. We had better get on to the gentleman's career. Here we are. But wait a moment. Here again you never know where you are. I find a statement here that he is a Freemason, with the name of his lodge. And in the margin is a note, added by one of our stafT, which I may as well read to you. c Information incorrect. G. has never belonged to Freemasonry, of any rite. The mistake may arise from the fact that G. has interested himself in trade-guilds which still flourish in the neighbourhood of Tours, and which in fact have a somewhat similar origin as Masonry and rites of affiliation and so forth corresponding with it.* So you see. Next there is the question of the source of his funds at the time of his first election."
" That sounds interesting."
c< A business man of Tours, named L,esouchier, is mentioned, who is said to have contributed fifty thousand francs. Strikes me as a lot of money. Lesouchier was

